Survey work by Yardi et al. (2004) conducted at Salim Ali lake Aurangabad, revealed the presence of 64 species of birds. Wadatkar and Kasambe (2002) reported 171 species of birds at Pohara-Malkhed Forest Reserve and Amaravati University Campus area, Amravati, Maharashtra. Avifauna at Nanded is unexplored as yet and hence the present survey work to record biodiversity of birds was conducted with scientific methodology that will form a base line information for future indepth studies.
The survey was carried out at six stations: 1. Osmannagar -as a road side station; 2. River Godavari -as a lotic habitat; 3. Science college campus -as a city area; 4. Sita khandi -as a forest habitat; 5. Shikhachi Wadi -as a perennial lentic habitat; and 6. Derala Dam -as a semi perennial lentic and grass land habitat. These study stations are about 20-30km from Nanded city except the science college, Nanded, which is situated in the heart of the city.
Methods: The reports is based on observation made from May 2000-May 2002. Regular visits were made to these study areas. Observations were carried on fixed path in 1km radius in each station by using line transect method by Gaston (1973) for which nearly two hours were spent. The birds were sighted by using binoculars of 8x and 7x magnification and spot identification was done by using field guides (Ali & Ripley, 1983; Ali, 1996; Grimmette et al., 1999; Kazmierczak, 2000; Manakadan & Pittie, 2001) and only those species with confirmed identity are reported in this paper. A check list is prepared as per the guide lines given in the check list of birds (Abdulali, 1981; Gaikwad et al., 1997) .
The status of the birds are catagorized as residential (R), migrant (M), resident migrant (RM), winter migrant (WM ), breeding migrant ( BM) and passage migrant (PM). Abundance of birds was catagorised as common (C), uncommon (U), rare (r) and occasional (O).
Observations: The study reveals the occurance of 151 species of birds belonging to 44 families and 16 orders. Table 1 details the scientific and common names, status and occurrence of the birds. The list includes 86 species of resident birds, 32 species resident migrants, 19 species winter migrants, 10 species migrants, two species breeding migrants and two species passage migrants. Fifteen species, namely, Cattle Egret, Redwattled Lapwing, Blue Rock Pigeon, Eurasian collared-Dove, Rufous collared-Dove, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Greater Coucal, Brainfever Bird, House Swift, Small Bee-eater, Common Swallow, Black Drango, Common Myna, Red-vented Bulbul, Whitethroated Munia, were common in all the study stations. Maximum number of birds were recorded at Sitakhadi forest (81 species) where as only 46 species of birds were recorded at Science College Campus. Different types of aquatic birds were recorded at river Godavari, Sikhachiwadi, Sitakhandi and Derala. Local environmental conditions and season have impact on composition, diversity and occurrence of birds. Bird population was more during winter and summer. It was noted that birds moved out from one station to the other to avoid unfavorable environmental conditions. The Rosy Starling was found after winter season in flocks. Birds like Demoiselle Crane, Bar-headed Goose, White-bellied Heron, Asian Paradise-Flycatcher, Pied Crested Cuckoo were observed in very less numbers. Vultures and flamingos were not recorded during the span of study. The Comb Duck was observed only at Sitakhandi; Pheasanttailed Jacana was observed at Derala and Sitakhandi; while the Black Stork, a threatened bird was observed at Shikhachiwadi. 
Podicipediformes

